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8o " THE READ)

The newest chemical agents un-
der study are those which do not
kill or make men: even mildly un-
comfortable, but which can, with
lightning speed, destroy men’s abil-
ity to function. One group of them
—the psychochemicals=—-can cause

strong men_to_grow_timid, or can
create a languorous apathy which
renders men utterly unresponsive to
the most urgent stimulus, such as
attack by an enemy or other danger.
A second group incapacitates men
physically, without pain._ A _man’s
a{lg_i-lit}:’to integrate gig)e. and dis-
thnce can be so blocked by a thir
group of chemical agents that it be-
comes impossible for him to drive a
vehicle or operate a weapon. Or a
long, deep sleep can be induced; or
the victim can temporarily be made
paralyzed or blind or deaf.

Unless administered in unrealis-
tically huge doses, none of these new
chemicals is fatal. They are odorless
and colorless. Some of the human
volunteers did not even know they
had been attacked. They recovered
within two days.

82" THE READ]

lose his hypodermic or fail to make
the injection in time, he might still
be saved by a new battlefield resusci-
tator with which one medic can
applyartificial respiration simultane-
ously to a dozen men. A fiber dif-
fusion board is being developed for
protection in foxholes and bomb
shelters: charcoal and other filtering
materials screen out from the air the
tiniest aerosol particles, liquid drop-
lets or toxic vapors. Working to-
gether, the Chemical Corps and the
Quartermaster  Corps have devel-
oped some practical items of protec-
tive clothing.

Men can be made immune to
fany of the biological agents. In-
deed, the Soviets—who have not
been secretive with their people
about CB warfare possibilities—not
only have immunized their armies
but also are embarked on a massive
immunization program for their ci-
vilians. Already, millions of Rus-

sians_have walked slowly through

rooms sprayed with aerosols of at-
tenuated —that is, live but weakened
—biological - agents. Several deep
breaths immunize a_person to the
diseases caused by these agents.
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